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STATUS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARGENTINA 
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The number of detainees on other than common criminal 
charges has been reduced, although the numbers -remaining 
are still significant. Since 1974, 8200 people accused 
of terror ism or subversion have been detained under 
the special executive powers of the President. By 
September 1980, prisoners accused of other than common 
crimes totaled 1,700 to 1,800. Of these about 750 
were being held without trial, some for many years 
or after having served their sentences. About 600 
had been tried and convicted in military or civilian 
courts and another 400 were in trial status. T.ie 
right of option program,, which allows qualified prisoners 
to choose self-exile in lieu of detention, has been 
greatly restricted by Argentine Government regulations. 

As a result, of the 277 prisoners who have aualified 
for the U.£. Hemispheric Parole Program, only 82 persons 
have been able to travel to the United States. 


Prison conditions have improved, although tnere 
is sti±l concern over psychological conditions which 
may have been a factor in a number of suicides. Earlier 
complaints regarding overcrowding, lack of medical 
treatment, improper food, and restrictions on visits 
have been largely resolved. 


The opportunities for the exercise of political 
rreedoms remain circumscribed by the prohibition on 
political activities and de facto limits on the freedom 
of expression. Within uncertain limits, politicians 
e r d the press increasingly voiced criticism of the 
Government's actions and plans. Occasionally politicians 
were detained on the grounds that they had overstepped 
tne limits of the lav:. The military designated the 
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President for the per iod 1981-1934 , while reiterating 
its ultimate commitment to return the country to civilian 
rule. However, no cate has been fixed for that devolution 
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